SKIN STORIES
This lesson will take 2-3 days, depending on how fast the “skin” bag will dry.
SUBJECT:

Social Studies, Reading, Art
STUDENT CONTENT AREAS TO BE ADDRESSED:
Communication Arts:  Standard 3, Benchmark 4; Standard 1, Benchmark 7 & 8; Social Studies:  Standard 6, Benchmark 2; Art:  Standard 2, Benchmark 5 (Visual Arts); Reading:  Standard 4,  Benchmark 2
GRADE LEVEL:
K-8

MATERIALS:

Brown grocery bags

Water

Brown paint

Black paint

Felt tip pens

Picture dictionary of Native American symbols
LESSON DESCRIPTION:

Students will create their own “skin” stories after listening to a traditional Crow story.

BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE:
How did the Native Americans write their stories down?  Native Americans used symbols to communicate.  They used the dried hides of the buffalo to write down their stories.
OBJECTIVES:

Students will research different Native American symbols.

Students will create their own skin story.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES:

Teacher will read a Crow story with the students.  (i.e.  Rabbit Child: A Crazy Dog of the Crow, The Saga of Red Bear, Elusive Fame & Glory:  The Story of the Spotted Horse) Students will design their own “skin story” retelling the main events from story that was read aloud to them.
Use a brown grocery bag and cut out the bottom and the seam of the bag.  Crumple the bag and dip it into the water.  Ring the water out, and repeat the step again.  Fold the bag in half, and rip out an animal shape.  Unfold the bag and lay it on newspaper.  Mix the black and brown paint and paint the bag while it is still wet.  Let the bag dry.  When the bag is dry, retell the story using Native American symbols that have already been learned.  The story should follow in a circular pattern.

ASSESSMENT:
Students will be assessed on their retelling of the story using their own piece of “skin.”
